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Introduction 


Health  Offices, 

39  Watford  Road,  King’s  Norton, 

April,  1908. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  sixth 
Annual  Report,  and  hope  that  it  may  meet  with  approval,  as  an 
account  of  the  work  done  in  the  department  during  the  year. 

Although  not  a  record,  the  vital  statistics  are  essenti¬ 
ally  satisfactory. 

The  officials  of  the  department  have  all  done  excellen 
work  in  contributing  their  quota  to  the  total. 

Yours  obediently, 

Reginald  Green,  M.D.,  D.Hy.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Annual  Report  gf  the 
Medical  Officer  pf  Health, 

for  tbe  year  1907, 


Water  Supply. 

Owing  to  the  meteorological  conditions,  there  was  no 
dearth  of  drinking  water  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

There  was  no  marked  change  in  the  form  of  supply,  but  30 
houses  formerly  using  well  water  w^ere  connected  with  the  mains 
of  the  city,  which  is  the  only  authority  now  selling  water  in  this 
district. 

There  were  6  polluted  w^ells  closed,  16  repaired  and 
cleansed,  and  no  new  wells  were  sunk. 

There  were  68  sampes  taken  for  analysis,  an  increase  of 
10  over  last  year. 

Of  these,  37  were  condemned. 

This  work  was  chiefly  done  in  connection  with  dairy  farms, 
as  most  houses  in  the  urban  parts  are  now  supplied  with  city 
water. 

There  were  again  no  complaints  received  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  latter  water- 

Drains  and  Sewers. 

There  w^ere  92  drains  laid  or  re-laid  in  connection  with  the 
department,  and  348  were  cleansed  or  repaired. 

Chemical  or  other  tests  were  applied  in  64  instances. 

There  were  rectified  80  waste  pipes  and  89  insanitary  sinks 

or  lavatories. 

Four  new  dumbwells  were  constructed  where  no  sewer 
existed,  and  5  were  repaired. 

Arrangements  are  now  being  made  for  the  connections  to 
the  sewers  in  the  Bartley  Green  district,  the  drains  of  which 
have  been  in  a  very  insanitary  condition  up  to  this  time. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  constructed  to  take  the  sewage  from 
the  new  Monvhull  Home  into  the  main  system. 

Owing  to  the  building  of  the  new  Tenants’  Estate  on  the 
Woodlands  Park  Road,  the  drainage  arrangements  have  not 
been  at  all  satisfactory,  as  all  the  sewage  has  had  to  be  pumped 
out  into  the  fields. 

This,  combined  with  emanations  from  the  sewer  gratings, 
has  given  rise  to  complaints  from  persons  using  the  road. 

This  will  very  shortly  be  remedied,  as  a  new  sewer  is  now 
about  completed  to  connect  with  Selly  Oak  Road. 

The  question  of  the  drainage  of  Woodbrooke  and  the  houses 
surrounding  the  park  there  lias  been  considered  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  several  occasions,  with  the  view  to  the  construction 
of  a  sewer,  but  so  far  no  arrangements  have  been  possible. 

The  owners  agree  to  do  whatever  possible  to  remedy  the 
pollution  of  the  brook  which  at  present  takes  place. 

The  difficulty  is  in  providing  a  sewer  to  suit  the  future 
developments  of  the  estate,  which  at  present  are  not  decided  on. 
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The  new  sewer  to  Longbridge  is  about  finished,  and  this 
will  be  taken  on  to  Rubery  to  take  in  the  asylum  sewage,  and 
that  from  the  part  of  the  village  in  this  district. 

River  Pollution. 

There  were  taken  21  samples  of  water  in  regard  to  river 
pollution. 

The  Rea  during  the  year  was  in  a  fair  condition,  probably 
kept  so  by  a  somewhat  constant  supply  of  rain. 

There  was  no  complaint  of  pollution  from  the  Longbridge 
works. 

The  Hurst  Mills  Ham  was  inspected  on  many  occasions, 
and  was  found  to  be  often  covered  in  parts  with  a  layer  of  oil, 
apparently  from  the  metal  works  higher  up  the  stream. 

This  oil  fouled  the  banks  and  caused  a  nauseous  odour  in 
hot  weather,  and,  it  was  alleged,  affected  the  health  of  the 
residents  on  the  banks  of  the  stream. 

The  pollution  was  traced  to  its  source,  and  the  owners  of 
the  works  promised  to  abate  the  nuisance  at  the  Christmas 
holiday. 

Owing  to  a  complaint  from  the  rubber  mills  at  Hazlewell, 
7  samples  of  water  from  the  Rea  were  examined  for  free  acid, 
but  none  was  found- 

Ho  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  condition  of 
Merritt’s  Brook,  and  this  may  be  largely  due  to  the  new  bacterial 
beds  installed  at  the  waterworks  cottages,  which  produce  a 
much  purer  effluent  than  the  old. 

The  sewage  tanks  at  Hollymoor  Asylum  still  work  well,  but 
the  so-called  effluent  from  Rubery  Hill  is  still  in  an  unoxidised 
condition. 


Refuse  Removal. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Committee  brought 
into  force  the  powers  acquired  by  the  new  Act  as  to  the  abolition 
of  privies. 

By  these  means  65  privies,  the  property  of  owners  who  had 
held  out  to  the  last,  were  converted  to  w.c.’s. 

Seventeen  bad  privies  were  altered  to  pan-closets  where  no 
sewers  were  available,  and  12  were  repaired. 

There  were  no  less  than  211  visits  made  by  vour  Medical 
Officer  to  privies  or  middens  during  the  year,  the  majority  of 
which  were  in  the  Bartley  Green  district. 

Hotices  were  served  under  the  new  Act  for  conversion  of 
privies  to  w.c.’s  in  Stirchley,  Selly  Park,  Lifford,  King’s  Heath, 
and  Xorthfield,  and  some  of  them  are  now  being  done,  while 
several  have  made  no  progress  in  this  way,  but  are  now  being 
further  pressed. 

A  thorough  inspection  was  made  of  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  in  the  Bartley  Green  area,  and  visit  was  also  paid  by  a 
special  Sub-Committee  in  order  to  decide  what  line  of  action 
should  be  taken. 

Most  of  the  privies  are  wet,  unlined,  and  many  dilapidated. 

The  majority  of  them  are  situated  at  a  fair  distance  from 
the  houses,  fortunately,  but  in  a  number  of  cases  they  are  very 
near. 

The  drainage  of  this  district,  which  up  to  the  present 
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chiefly  finished  in  open  ditches  and  gutters,  is  now 
being  put  right,  and  the  houses  are  being  connected  with  the 
new  sewer. 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

There  were  153  separate  inspections  of  canal  boats  made 
during  the  year ;  60  less  than  in  1906. 

There  were  found  32  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

Eight  boats  were  not  properly  marked,  and  8  instances  of 
obstructed  ventilation  of  the  cabins  wTere  reported. 

The  cabins  were  registered  for  428  persons,  but  were  only 
occupied  by  321  people. 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  paid  his  annual  visit  in 
June  last,  and  gave  a  very  satisfactory  report  of  the  work  done 
by  this  Department. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

There  are  now  20  slaughter  houses  on  the  register,  one  new 
one  having  been  erected. 

Thirty-two  violations  of  the  bye-laws  were  detected  and 
remedied. 

The  number  of  inspections  was  increased  from  487  to  617 
for  the  year. 

A  new  slaughter  house  at  Drake’s  Cross  was  inspected  and 
passed. 

The  old  one  at  that  place,  which  had  been  renovated,  is 
not  satisfactory,  as  the  drainage  is  bad,  and  the  only  doors  open 
on  the  main  road. 

Two  carcases  of  pigs  were  inspected  specially  at  the  request 
of  the  owners,  and  both  were  passed  as  fit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption. 

Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  L.G.B.,  the  District  Inspector 
has  on  occasions  attended  the  King’s  Norton  Stock  Sales,  and 
has  seen  one  or  two  doubtful  animals  sold,  which  have  been 
sent  out  of  this  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

There  were  266  workshops  (including  18  workplaces)  on 
the  register,  whereas  in  1906  there  were  232. 

These  include  42  bakehouses,  38  shoe  makers,  18  milliners, 
and  16  blacksmiths’  shops. 

There  were  9  laundries,  26  joiners’  shops,  and  8  saddlers’ 
establishments. 

Twelve  nail  makers’  shops,  chiefly  in  the  Bartley  Green 
area,  are  still  on  the  register,  although  this  industry  is  being 
gradually  replaced  by  the  machine-made  article. 

The  staff  paid  18  visits  to  factories,  344  to  workshops,  and 
25  to  workplaces. 

They  sent  out  23  notices  as  to  defects  in  workshops,  and  21 
as  to  workplaces- 

The  defects  found  included  want  of  cleanliness  in  19  cases, 
and  bad  ventilation  in  two. 

There  was  a  defective  closet  in  one  case,  and  no  separate 
accommodation  for  the  sexes  in  another. 

The  foul  privies  at  the  Lifford  Paper  Works  are  still  in  the 
same  condition,  but  their  conversion  to  w.c.’s  is  now  being 
arranged  for,  but  is  not  being  very  speedily  proceeded  with. 
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Table  II. — Tactories  and  Workshops  ZTct. 

L— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  In  spectors  of 

Nuisances  and  Health  Visitor. 


Premises. 

I 

Ncmber  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including 

Factory  Laundries) 

1— * 
GO 

— 

Workshops  (including 

• 

o> 

W’kshop  Laundries) 

344 

23 

c 

o 

Workplaces  ... 

121 

21 

JZh 

Homeworkers’  Pre- 

mises 

79 

2 

Total... 

562 

46 

— 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

19 

19 

Want  of  Ventilation 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

12 

12 

a> 

C3 

^Sanitary  Accommodations  : 

o 

(Insufficient 

— 

— 

-  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

(Not  Separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Breaches  of  S.S.  97-100 

8 

8 

Other  Offences 

7 

7 

7 

Total 

52 

52 

7 

— 

*  Section  22  of  P.  H.A.’s  Amendment  Act,  1890,  adopted. 


III.— HOMEWORK. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1907 — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 


Total 


266 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class.  Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (S.  133)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  In¬ 
spectors  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
Act  (S.  5)— 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  2 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  In¬ 
spectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

OfUp-p  _ 

V/  L  -LI  V-l-  •••  •  »  •  •  »  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  ...  ...  ...  — 


Homeworkers. 

There  were  49  home  workers  on  the  list,  a  slight  increase 
from  1906. 

To  these  79  visits  were  paid,  and  3  notices  were  sent  out  to 
remedy  certain  defects. 

Twb  were  because  of  dirty  premises,  and  the  other  with 
dirty  utensils  in  the  manufacture  of  hair  brushes. 

These  defects  were  remedied. 

Thirteen  lists  of  out  workers  were  received  from  other 
Councils,  and  two  forwarded  to  other  authorities. 

The  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  45  premises  where 
wearing  apparel  was  made,  and  to  26  where  brushes  were 
manufactured. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken, 
208  being  the  number,  or  about  3  per  1,000  population,  com¬ 
pared  with  143  in  1906  and  186  in  1905. 

There  was  only  one  sample  taken  Avhich  was  certified  as 
being  adulterated,  which  is  less  than  0'5  per  cent. 

This  compares  favourably  with  last  year,  when  2*7  per 
cent,  was  adulterated. 

The  remarkable  low  standard  of  adulteration  found,  if 
not  coincidental,  speaks  well  for  the  quality  of  the  food  of  the 
district. 
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Samples  taken. 


Substance.  No.  of  Samples. 

Milk  . 102  .. 

Separated  Milk  .  2 

Butter  .  75 

Margarine  : . 

Green  Peas  (preserved) 

Lard  . . . 

Rum . 

Whisky  . 

Gin  . 

Brandy  . 

Vinegar  . 

Coffee  . 

Coffee  Mixture . 

Confectionery  . 


9 

/V 

1 

Q 

o 

2 

9 

rv 

1 

1 

9 

5 

9 

.-w 

1 


No.  Adulterated. 
...  1 


Total  .  208 


Milk, 

There  were  taken  102  samples,  40  more  than  in  1906. 

One  sample  only  was  found  adulterated  (less  than  1  per 
cent.),  from  a  coffee-house,  and  this  showed  2'6  of  fat  compared 
with  a  standard  of  3*0  per  cent. 

In  this  case  a  warning  was  sent  from  the  Committee,  no 
legal  proceedings  being  instituted. 

The  excellent  quality  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is 
shown  in  Table  1,  the  average  for  the  year  being  3*82  of  fat 
and  8*47  solids  not  fat. 

This  is  0'82  per  cent,  of  fat  above  the  standard  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  percentage  being  exactly  the 
same  as  that  given  for  pure  milk  in  the  same  table. 

The  average  amount  of  cream  varied  from  3*63  to  4*97  per 
cent,  in  different  months. 

The  solids  not  fat  were  again  quite  below  the  average,  but 
this,  combined  with  a  high  percentage  of  fat,  does  not  suggest 
adulteration. 

Butter. 

None  of  the  75  samples  of  butter  taken  were  certified  as 
adulterated. 

The  science  of  food  sophistication  has  now  become  so 
advanced  that  in  many  cases  it  is  difficult  to  detect  it. 

By  the  new  Bill  coming  into  force  in  January  1st,  1908, 
the  Butter  and  Margarine  Act,  1907,  the  amount  of  moisture 
in  butter  and  margarine  must  not  exceed  16  per  cent.,  and  in 
milk  blended  butter  24  per  cent. 

In  four  samples  the  moisture  was  certified  to  be  well  up  to 
the  standard,  but  in  none  was  it  apparently  over  it. 

No  preservatives  were  certified  as  being  found  in  any  food 
examined  by  the  analyst. 


Table  I. — Samples  of  Milk  taken  during  1907 
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Other  Substances. 

Two  samples  of  margarine,  3  of  lard,  6  of  spirits,  9  of 
vinegar,  and  7  of  coffee  were  taken,  and  all  found  pure. 

Bacterial  Laboratory, 

During  tlie  year  187  specimens  of  throat  secretions  were 
examined  bacteriologically,  this  number  being  18  more  than 
in  1906. 

Of  this  total  54  were  from  the  hospital,  chiefly  of  con¬ 
valescent  diphtheric  patients,  who  are  never  discharged  until 
the  swabs  taken  from  their  throats  are  negative. 

There  were  42  swabs  taken  from  the  Selly  Oak  Ward,  38 
from  Stircliley,  and  22  from  King’s  Heath. 

In  63  examinations  diphtheria  bacilli  were  found,  in  5 
cases  Hoffmann  bacilli,  in  65  instances  septic  organisms,  and 
42  were  negative. 

The  advantages  of  bacterial  diagnosis  are  every  year 
becoming  more  manifest  both  to  the  medical  profession  and  to 
the  public,,  and  the  number  taken  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Indeed  one  can  easily  foresee  the  day  when  all  cases  of  sore 
throat,  where  a  medical  man  is  in  attendance,  will  be  tested  for 
diphtheria  organisms. 

Not  only  that,  but  all  contacts  from  any  house  where  a 
patient  has  diphtheria  will  also  be  examined  in  the  same  way, 
and  thus  do  away  to  a  large  extent  with  the  carrier  case. 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

The  work  of  remodelling  and  improving  the  cowsheds  of 
the  district  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year. 

There  are  now  130  dairy  farms  on  the  register,  consisting 
of  262  cowsheds. 

Several  farms  where  butter  only  was  made  have  become  milk 
farms,  thus  disproving  the  allegation  that  the  improvements 
demanded  by  the  Committee  would  cause  people  to  give  up 
milk  production. 

The  Sub-Committee  held  four  visiting  days  during  the 
year,  and  inspected  30  farms,  including  52  sheds. 

Up  to  the  present  there  have  been  surveyed  114  farms,  with 
228  sheds. 

Informal  notices  have  been  served  in  regard  to  99  farms, 
and  the  work  has  been  completed  in  79,  compared  with  the 
number  of  58  up  to  the  end  of  1906. 

During  the  year  there  were  built  9  new  sheds,  and  recon¬ 
structed  4. 

Nine  sheds  were  closed  or  demolished. 

There  were  43  improvements  as  regards  air  space  and 
ventilation,  34  as  to  lighting,  88  as  to  drainage. 

Thirteen  samples  of  well  water  were  taken  and  9  con¬ 
demned,  3  wells  closed,  and  6  cleansed. 

In  addition  a  large  number  of  other  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  of  farms  were  brought  about,  including  drainage  of 
piggeries,  levelling  and  paving;  of  yards,  and  the  removal  of 
manure  heaps  from  the  proximity  of  the  cowsheds. 


WARSTOCK  FARM.-OLD  COWSHEDS,  CLOSED. 
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The  owner  of  a  farm  near  Aorthfield,  after  being  repeat¬ 
edly  warned  as  to  his  dirty  cowshed  and  yard,  without  effect, 
was  proceeded  against  at  the  Police  Court  and  fined  £3  and 
costs. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  this  case  will  have  a  good  moral 
effect,  not  only  in  this  district,  but  in  other  places  where  it 
has  been  reported. 

Owing  to  the  advance  of  public  opinion  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  dairy  farmers  are  becoming  more  cleanly  in  their 
milk  production,,  and  the  care  taken  to  prevent  contamination. 

There  is  still  a  tendency,  fostered  by  an  ignorant  minority 
of  the  people,  to  take  round  warm  milk  to  show  its  “  freshness 
from  the  cow,”  but  as  a  rule  it  is  now  cooled  directly  after 
milking. 

The  tuberculosis  clauses  of  the  Council  Improvement  Bill 
(1907)  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Parliamentary  Committees, 
notwithstanding  some  opposition,  and  have  now  become  law. 

Tinder  these  clauses  samples  of  milk  will  be  taken  through¬ 
out  the  district  and  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

Where  a  certain  dairy  is  found  to  send  out  milk  infected 
in  this  way,  the  cows  will  be  examined  by  a  veterinary  surgeon, 
and  separate  samples  may  be  taken  from  any  cow  and  examined 
bacterially. 

Cows  found  to  be  suffering  from  tubercle  of  the  udder  will 
be  isolated  from  the  rest,  and  the  milk  not  used  for  human 
consumption. 

Any  person  knowingly  selling  milk  from  a  cow  with 
tubercle  of  the  udder,  or  not  isolating  such  a  cow,  shall  be 
liable  to  a  heavy  penalty. 

For  inspection  of  cows  and  similar  work  arrangements 
are  now  being  made  to  appoint  a  veterinary  surgeon  for  the 
Council. 

Smoke  Nuisance. 

There  were  417  observations  of  smoking  chimneys  made 
during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  these,  owing  to  numerous  and  widespread 
complaints,  were  made  at  the  cycle  and  motor  works  at  Bourn- 
brook. 

Owing  to  these  chimneys  being  so  very  low,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  have  produced  a  very  smoky  condition  in  their 
immediate  neighbourhood. 

Several  warnings  have  been  issued  to  the  owners,  and 
marked  improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  behaviour  of  the 
two  chimneys  at  the  cycle  works. 

In  1906  at  one  stack  in  26  observations  there  was  an 
average  of  15  minutes  of  black  smoke  per  hour,  whereas  in  1907 
the  average  was  3*5  minutes  per  hour  in  29  observations. 

The  other  stack  was  reduced  from  25  minutes  per  hour  of 
black  smoke  to  nine  minutes. 

No  reduction  took  place  in  the  chimney  at  the  motor  works, 
but  these  works  have  recently  changed  ownership,  and  it  is 
stated  that  a  smoke  consumer  has  now  been  ordered. 

Aotices  have  been  served  on  a  laundry  and  a  tram-shed, 
and  the  smoke  has  been  reduced  in  both  cases  to  a  reasonable 
limit. 


Table  III.  —  Various  Vital  'Rates  for  last  Ten  Years . 
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Table  Ilia . —  Various  %ates  in  Wards  for  Years  1902- 
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Population. 

Tlie  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was 
75,600  persons,  according  to  the  system  of  the  Registrar- 
General. 

This  is  an  increase  of  3,000  on  the  population  estimated  in 
1906,  which  was  72,608. 

Calculating  by  the  number  of  new  houses  the  population 
should  be  about  73,822  persons,  an  increase  of  2,782  from  the 
last  year. 

In  the  wards  the  increase  was  greatest  in  Selly  Oak,  being 
1,142,  and  second  in  Stirchley,  710  persons. 

There  were  1,034  more  births  than  deaths,  a  good  number, 
but  a  hundred  less  than  in  1906. 


Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  births  registered  numbered  1,849,  of  which  947  were 
males,  and  902  females,  equal  to  a  rate  of  24'45  per  1,000  of 
population. 

This  is  1T5  per  1,000  lower  than  in  1906  and  2  less  than 
the  rate  for  the  last  quinquennium,  which  was  27 '4. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  the  lowest  birth  rate  ever  recorded 
in  the  district. 

In  the  wards  the  rate  was  33'57  in  Selly  Oak,  much  the 
same  as  in  1906,  and  10'64  in  Moseley. 

There  was  a  decline  in  the  rates  in  several  of  the  wards, 
including  Korthfield  with  26'87,  King’s  Heath  26'91,  and 
Stirchley  with  2403  per  1,000. 

The  quarterly  rate  was  highest  in  the  second  quarter,  as  is 
usual,  being  26'5  per  1,000,  and  lowest  in  the  last  quarter,  23’0. 

These  two  quarters  were  about  exactly  the  same*  as  last 
year,  but  the  first  and  third  quarters  were  decidedly  lower. 

The  gradual  decline  of  the  birth  rate  is  regrettable  for 
many  reasons,  but  one  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
practically  impossible  for  day  labourers  with  large  families  to 
purchase  enough  food  and  other  necessaries  for  them  at  the 
present  high  cost  of  living. 

This  has  been  clearly  shown  by  Rowntree,  Booth,  and  other 
social  workers. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  a  family  of  two  parents  and 
5  children  to  be  fed  sufficiently  wrould  cost  17s.  per  week,  if 
the  food  were  of  the  most  economical  kind  and  bought  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances. 

Under  the  ordinary  conditions  in  which  the  food  is  bought 
and  prepared  by  the  poor,  the  cost  would  be  very  much  greater. 

There  is  in  addition  the  cost  of  house  rent  and  clothing  to 
be  considered. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

There  were  815  deaths  of  residents  of  this  district  recorded 
during  the  year. 

This  includes  62  residents  who  died  in  institutions  outside 
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the  district,  but  does  not  include  229  persons  who  died  in  the 
public  institutions  in  this  district,  but  who  were  really  non¬ 
residents. 

There  were  403  males  and  412  female  deaths. 

The  male  population  is  still  increasing,  as  there  was  a 
distinct  gain  of  54  males  during  the  year,  as  shown  by  the 
births  and  deaths. 

In  some  ways  this  seems  rather  unfortunate,  as  the  working 
opportunities  for  women  are  gradually  increasing,  whilst  those 
for  men  are  proportionally  decreasing. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  91  more  than  in  1906. 

At  age  periods  the  increase  was  at  from  1-5  years,  and 
more  especially  in  later  adult  life. 

The  net  death  rate  worked  out  at  10' 78,  compared  with 
9*97  per  1,000  in  1906. 

The  rate  corrected  for  age  distribution  was  1T28  per  1,000. 

The  quarterly  rates  varied  from  12'5  in  the  first  to  7*5  in 
the  third  quarter. 

The  first  and  fourth  quarters  were  markedly  higher  than  in 
1906,  whilst  the  third  was  much  lower. 

The  average  for  the  last  five  years  was  10'42  per  1,000,  and 
that  for  the  previous  period  11 '92. 

The  rate  for  the  year  was,  therefore,  0'36  above  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years. 

In  the  wards  the  lowest  rate  was  as  usual  in  Moseley,  being 
7*37,  less  than  in  1906. 

The  highest  rate  was  in  Sellv  Oak,  13T7  per  1,000,  being 
2'2  higher  than  the  previous  year. 

The  rates  were  higher  than  in  1906  in  King’s  Horton  and 
King’s  Heath  Wards,  but  lower  in  Stirchley. 

There  occurred  64  more  deaths  in  Selly  Oak  than  in  the 
previous  year,  the  chief  increase  being  at  under  one  year,  21 
deaths  more,  and  at  adult  ages  an  increase  of  37  deaths. 

There  is  no  special  cause,  outside  meteorological  conditions, 
for  the  slight  increase  in  the  death  rate,  which  is,  notwith¬ 
standing,  the  fourth  lowest  rate  recorded  during  the  last  ten 
years. 

There  was  a  spell  of  inclement  and  very  unhealthy  weather 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  on  one  occasion  the  weekly  deaths 
reaching  a  record  total. 

In  the  third  quarter,  owing  largely  to  the  wet,  cool 
summer,  there  was  no  diarrhoea  mortality,  and  the  death  rate 
sank  accordingly. 

A  fourth  quarter  colder  than  the  average  again  brought 
up  the  rate. 

The  two  great  enemies  of  the  public  health  are  cold  and 
moisture,  which  favour  the  spread  of  catarrhal  conditions,  and 
cause  rheumatic  and  similar  diseases. 

TTom  these  acute  causes  follow  chronic  diseases  of  the 
heart,  lungs,  and  other  organs,  which  lessen  the  resistance  to 
various  infections  and  to  unfavourable  climatic  conditions 
generally. 

The  clay  soil  on  which  such  a  large  proportion  of  the 
people  dwell,  is  no  unimportant  factor  in  these  diseases. 

The  polluted  atmosphere  in  which  the  town  dweller  or 
worker  spends  so  much  of  his  time,  is  another  cause  of  lowered 
resistance  and  impaired  nutrition. 
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This  Table  includes  the  deaths  of  residents  in  Institutions  m  the  district  and  outside  the  district,  and  also  the  deaths  of 
non-residents  in  the  district.  The  totals  show  only  the  deaths  of  Residents,  which  are  distributed  over  the  Wards. 
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Table  V . — Quarterly  "Birth  and  Death  %ates. 


First 

Quarter. 

Second 

Quarter. 

Third 

Quarter. 

Fourth  j 
Quarter. 

Birth  Rate 

24-5 

26*5 

24  0 

23-0 

Death  Rate 

12*5 

10*5 

7-5 

11-4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0-86 

106 

0-68 

0-42 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  live  births. 

130 

84 

71 

129 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Tlie  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
was  195,  one  less  than  in  1906. 

Of  these  no  less  than  103  took  place  in  Selly  Oak  Ward, 
and  there  were  31  in  Stirchley. 

The  district  rate  was  again  105  per  1,000  live  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  an  average  of  101  for  the  last  five  years,  and  131 
for  the  previous  quinquennium. 

The  rate  is  the  lowest,  with  two  exceptions,  during  the 
last  ten  years,  and  is  the  same  as  in  1906. 

Selly  Oak  Ward  had  the  highest  proportion  of  infant 
deaths,  but  was  followed  fairly  closely  by  Northfield. 

The  lowest  rate  was  in  King’s  Heath  Ward,  which  was 
very  low,  and  for  once  decidedly  better  than  in  Moseley. 

Of  the  causes  of  death,  28  were  due  to  premature  birth, 
00  to  marasmus  and  wasting  disease. 

Convulsions  were  certified  as  causing  death  in  15  instances, 
and  32  were  put  down  to  pulmonary  diseases. 

The  diarrhoea!  diseases  were  much  below  the  average, 
whilst  increases  incurred  in  wasting  and  lung  ailments. 

Measles  caused  4  deaths,  whooping  cough  5  deaths,  diph¬ 
theria  1,  and  scarlet  fever  1. 

Erysipelas  claimed  2  victims  and  inherited  syphilis  1. 

There  were  43  deaths  under  one  week  of  age,  and  78,  or  40 
per  cent.,  of  the  total  under  one  month. 


Zymotic  Deaths  and  Death  Rates. 

There  were  57  deaths  from  zymotic,  or  so-called  preventable 
diseases,  3  less  than  in  1906,  giving  a  rate  of  0'75  per  1,000,  as 
to  0'82  in  1906. 

Of  these  deaths  18  were  due  to  measles,  12  to  whooping 
cough  and  to  scarlet  fever,  and  8  to  diphtheria. 

The  rate  in  the  wards  varied  from  01 6  in  Moseley,  and 
0‘28  per  1,000  in  King’s  Norton,  to  1  *  15  in  Selly  Oak  and  1*16 
in  Northfield. 


Table  VI — Infantile  Mortality  in  Weeks  and  Months  during  the  Year  iyoy. 
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Tlie  quarterly  rate  varied  from  0’42  in  the  fourth  to  1*06  in 
the  second  quarter. 

Almost  half  the  deaths  took  place  in  Selly  Oak  Ward. 

For  the  last  five-year  period  the  rate  was  0*83  per  1,000, 
and  for  the  previous  one  1*32. 


Table  VII.  — Zymotic  Deaths,  and  Death  Kates  in  Wards. 


Ward. 

Smallpox. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Measles. 

Pertussis,  or 
Whooping  Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

1 

Enteric  or 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Total. 

Kate  per  1,000. 

King’s  Norton 

— 

- - 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

0-28 

Northfield 

— 

— 

- — • 

5 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1T6 

j  Beoley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Selly  Oak 

5 

5 

8 

7 

1 

1 

27 

1-15 

King’s  Heath 

6 

1 

3 

1 

— 

2 

13 

101 

Moseley 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

O 

jLi 

0*16 

Stirchley 

— • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- — 

1 

7 

0-55 

Selly  Oak  Infirmary... 

— • 

— - 

— - 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

Kubery  Asylum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

!  We  s  t  Heath  Fever 
Hospital  ... 

— 

• 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

!  Moselev  Hall 

!  ^ 

— - 

— - 

— 

■ 

— 

—  - 

j 

Totals 

. 

— 

12 

8 

18 

12 

2 

5 

57 

075 

Measles. 

Measles  were  very  prevalent  during*  the  year,  with  18 
deaths,  compared  with  only  6  in  1906. 

This  number  appears  large  when  we  see  that  the  deaths 
in  1905  were  20. 

Only  once  in  the  last  17  years  has  the  latter  number  been 
exceeded,  in  1900,  when  22  deaths  were  certified. 

Epidemic  times  seem  under  urban  conditions  to  become 
more  frequent  each  year,  and  all  that  is  done  in  the  way  of 
prevention  does  not  seem  of  much  avail. 

Sixteen  of  the  deaths  were  at  ages  under  five  years,  most  of 
them  being  under  two. 

The  usual  history  of  the  disease  is  that  unprotected  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  infant  schools  catch  the  infection,  which  they  carry 
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home  and  pass  on  to  the  babies  and  younger  children  of  the 
household,  many  of  whom  succumb. 

As  is  usual,  the  complaint  is  most  prevalent  in  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  and  six  infant  departments  and  one 
senior  school  were  closed  because  of  its  ravages. 

The  districts  chiefly  affected  were  Cotteridge,  Stirchlev, 
Bournbrook,  and  Selly  Park. 

The  whole  of  the  Tiverton  Road  Council  School  was 
closed,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  scholars  in 
the  senior  school  had  not  previously  had  the  disease  and  were 
not  protected  against  it. 

For  this  reason  the  ailment  made  great  progress  in  some 
of  the  lower  standards,  in  fact  quite  equal  to  that  in  the  infant 
department. 

As  usual,  thousands  of  handbills  of  precautions  have  been 
issued  in  the  district,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  this 
step  has*  kept  down  the  mortality  from  this  disease,  as  it  is 
generally  the  neglected  and  improperly  treated  cases  that  prove 
fatal. 

In  order  to  benefit  school  attendance,  the  rule  of  allowing 
contacts  of  this  disease  to  attend  school,  if  they  had  already 
had  measles,  has  been  adopted,  as  is  now  the  case  in  London, 
Brighton,  and  many  up-to-date  districts,  and  has  since  been 
strongly  advised  officially  by  the  L.Gr.B. 

From  statistics  taken  from  a  number  of  the  senior  schools 
of  the  district  it  was  found  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  pupils 
had  had  measles,  and  were  therefore  protected. 

The  probability  of  a  child  having  a  second  attack  is  very 
slight,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  stories  of  children  who 
have  had  measles  five  times,1  or  more  are  not  authentic,  and 
medical  evidence  is  quite  against  it. 


Table  VIII. — Various  Kates  per  1,000. 


Estimated  Population, 

75,600 

1 

Annual  Rates  per  1000. 

Births 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,849 

24-45 

Deaths 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

815 

10-78 

Factor 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1  0466 

11  28  (Corrected  Death  Rate) 

Infant 

Deaths  ... 

194 

105  (per  1000  live  births) 

Diarrhoea 

1  > 

2 

o-oo 

Enteritis 

, , 

10 

0*13 

Smallpox 

,  ,  •  •  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

M  *  #  # 

18 

0-23 

Scarlet  Fever  ,, 

12 

0T5 

Diphtheria 

, , 

8 

o-io 

Whooping 

Cough  Deaths  12 

0-15 

Enteric  Fever  , , 

5 

0  06 

!  Phthisis 

37 

0-05 

Cancer 

>  > 

59 

0-78 
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Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  pertussis  or  whooping  cough, 
less  than  in  1906,  when  17  deaths  were  certified. 

Seven  of  these  deaths  took  place  in  Selly  Oak  Ward  and 
two  in  Stircliley. 

All  but  one  were  at  ages  under  five  years,  most  of  them 
being  under  two. 

During  the  year  the  infant  departments  of  Moseley 
National  and  St.  Stephen’s  School,  Tenacres,  were  closed  on 
account  of  the  ailment,  as  in  the  case  of  measles,  for  about  three 
weeks  to  four  weeks. 

As  regards  the  history  and  spread  of  whooping  cough,  there 
is  a  great  similarity  to  measles. 

Infant  school  pupils  catch  the  disease  and  take  it  home  to 
the  younger  children,  to  many  of  whom  it  may  prove  fatal. 

It  is  a  much  more  distressing  and  more  chronic  disease 
than  measles,  often  lasting  for  a  couple  of  months. 

The  same  precautions  have  been  adopted,  and  handbills 
have  been  distributed  as  in  measles,  with  no  doubt  some  effect. 

Parents  now  call  in  medical  assistance  early  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases,  instead  of,  as  in  the  past,  putting  off  doing 
so  until  too  late. 


Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

There  were  only  two  deaths  certified  under  this  heading, 
whereas  in  1906  there  were  24. 

Both  deaths  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and 
one  occurred  in  Northfield  and  the  other  in  Selly  Oak  Ward. 

The  number  in  1906  was  the  highest  recorded,  whilst  that 
for  1907  was  the  lowest  for  eleven  years. 

When  dealing  with  the  number  of  deaths,  clue  allowance 

must  be  made  for  the  rapidly  increasing  population,  and  must 
not  be  confused  with  rates  per  cent,  or  per  1,000. 

The  only  special  reason  for  the  phenomenally  low  death 
rate  from  diarrhoea!  diseases  was  the  cold,  damp  summer,  which 
kept  down  the  temperature  of  the  earth’s  crust  and  stopped 
the  development  of  the  causative  microbes  which  would  pro¬ 
bably  gain  access  to  the  food  of  the  infant,  and  afterwards  to 
its  digestive  tract. 

The  advice  on  infant  feeding  given  to  the  mothers  by 
means  of  handbills  and  talks  from  the  Health  Visitor  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  result,  but  probably  to  a  lesser  extent  than  the 
weather. 


Mumps. 

This  somewhat  vague  and  generally  mild  ailment  was  pre¬ 
sent  in  several  of  the  schools  during  a  good  part  of  the  year. 

It  never  became  seriously  epidemic,  except  on  one  occa¬ 
sion,  when  a  junior  school  at  Selly  Oak  was  closed  one  week 
early,  before  the  Easter  vacation. 

One  fatal  case  was  certified,  the  victim  being  a  young* 
child. 


(TABLE  IV.  OF  THE  L.Q.B.) 

Table  IX.—  Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  in  Wards  during  the  year. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  the  Ivhole  District.  _ 
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Table  IXa .  —  Causes  of  Death  in  Public  Institutions . 


Union 

[n- 

firmary. 

i  Eubery 
Asylum. 

i  Moseley 

Hall.  " 

St. 

Paul’s 

Convent 

! 

Totals. 

Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1 

Colitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

23 

16 

2 

46 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

5 

6 

1 

— 

12  ; 

Cancer 

19 

- — - 

1 

20 

Heart  Disease 

41 

13 

1 

55 

Kidney  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Apoplexy 

8 

1 

— 

— 

9 

Epilepsy 

1 

9 

— 

— 

io  ; 

Bronchitis 

22 

1 

— 

1 

2i  i 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

7 

1 

1 

15 

Senile  Decay... 

19 

3 

— 

— 

22  i 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  (Alcoholism) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Accidents 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4  ! 

Various  Diseases 

27 

14 

1  . 

1  | 

43  ! 

Totals 

196  j 

73 

4 

6 

279 

28 


Chicken  Pox. 

Chicken  pox  was  present  in  some  of  the  schools  during 
many  months,  but  no  school  had  to  be  closed  because  of  its 
prevalence. 

This  complaint,  like  mumps,  is,  as  a  rule,  so  extremely 
mild,  that  there  is  often  the  greatest  difficulty  in  diagnosing 
it,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  numbers  of  cases  of  both 
diseases  are  never  discovered  at  all  and  continue  attending 
school  all  through  the  course  of  the  disease. 

This  applies  to  all  infectious  complaints  to  a  degree,  but 
is  naturally  more  marked  in  the  milder  varieties. 


Cancer. 

There  were  59  deaths  from  cancer  and  other  forms  of 
malignant  disease. 

This  compares  unfavourably  with  1906,  when  only  41 
deaths  were  certified. 

This  increase  is  probably  more  apparent  than  real,  and  it 
is  accounted  for  to  an  extent  by  more  unfavourable  climatic 
conditions. 

These  conditions  naturally  press  hardest  on  sufferers  from 
chronic  diseases,  who  usually  die  from  some  inter-current 
ailment. 

There  were  24  male  deaths  and  35  deaths  of  females,  a 
fairly  usual  proportion. 

All  the  victims  were  over  thirty-five  years  of  age,  with  one 
exception,  a  child  under  five  years. 

There  were  16  deaths  in  King's  Heath,  15  in  Selly  Oak, 
and  13  in  Moseley. 


Influenza. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  influenza,  3  males  and  9  females. 
Two  of  these  were  children,  5  adults  of  middle  age,  and  5 
of  old  people. 

Heaths  were  certified  in  all  the  Wards  except  King’s 
Norton,  3  deaths  each  occurring  in  three  Wards. 

This  disease,  with  its  disastrous  sequelse,  still  is  prevalent, 
but  of  recent  years  it  has  become  a  popular  form  of  diagnosis. 


Heart  Diseases. 

There  were  certified  61  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels,  11  less  than  in  1906. 

The  male  deaths  were  12  less  than  the  female  ones.  . 

Two  deaths  were  at  ages  under  25  years,  the  remainder 
being  over  that  age. 

Although  the  majority  of  these  deaths  were,  originally  due 
to  more  or  less  severe  attacks  of  rheumatism,  this  disease  itself 
only  caused  three  deaths  directly. 
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Table  X. — Deaths  in  Ivhole  District  during  the  Years 
1902-7  from  the  follolving  Diseases. 


Ye. 

VRS. 

Causes  of  Death. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

190). 

1907. 

Phthisis 

47 

45 

40 

46 

37 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases... 

19 

24 

24 

16 

19 

17 

Cancer 

26 

49 

52 

45 

41 

59 

Marasmus  and 
Debility 

48 

33 

26 

29 

26 

62  ■ 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 
monia,  Pleurisy, 
&c.) 

95 

1 

86 

109 

98 

105 

143 

Table  Xa.— Vaccination  Keturns  for  the  12  Months 

ended  July  ist9  1907 . 
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Respiratory  Diseases. 


i  liese  diseases,  wliicli  include  ailments 
air  passages,  were  tire  cause  of  143  deaths. 

There  were  61  deaths  due  to  bronchitis, 
females. 


of  the  lungs  and 
23  males  and  38 


Seventy-six  to  pneumonia,  45  males  and  31  females. 

In  1906  there  were  only  105  deaths  from  this  class  of 
diseases,  and  in  1905  only  94. 

I  he  increase  must  be  due  to  climate. 

Males  appear  especially  prone  to  pneumonia,  and  females 
to  bronchitis. 

I  his  is  probably  associated  with  their  different  mode  of 
life,  the  man  being  usually  more  exposed,  and  the  woman  stay¬ 
ing  in  the  house  too  much,  owing  to  her  domestic  duties  detain¬ 
ing  her  there. 


Senile  Decay. 

There  were  53  deaths  from  old  age,  all  over  65  years. 

Of  these  the  males  were  in  excess  to  the  extent  of  four,  a 
different  result  from  1906. 

The  total  was  two  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 


Dietetic  Diseases. 

We  had  14  deaths  from  diseases  directly  produced  by  con¬ 
sumption  of  excess  of  alcohol. 

Eleven  of  these  were  males  and  3  females. 

Deaths  took  place  in  all  the  large  wards. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  two 
certified  as  chronic  alcoholism. 

This  apparent  increase  in  intemperance  is  purely  coinci¬ 
dental,  as  moderation  in  both  eating  and  drinking  is  making 
steady  progress  in  this  country,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  this  district  is  in  any  way  behind  the  rest. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  ravages  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  were  responsible  for 
54  deaths,  11  less  than  in  1906. 

Of  these  37  were  due  to  phthisis  or  consumption,  compared 
with  46  in  the  year  previous. 

There  were  5  deaths  from  the  disease  attacking  the  brain 
membranes,  3  from  the  abdominal  form,  5  from  general 
tuberculosis,  and  4  from  other  varieties. 

Ten  of  the  latter  deaths  were  at  ages  under  5  years. 

Consumption  carried  off  25  males  and  12  females,  29  of 
whom  were  adults. 

No  less  than  18,  or  one-half,  of  these  took  place  in  Sellv  Oak 
Ward. 

There  were  5  deaths  in  King’s  Norton  and  5  in  Stirchlev 
Ward. 
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Tlie  houses  where  deaths  or  removals  of  sufferers  of  this 
disease  have  occurred  have  been  visited  by  the  inspectors,  and 
disinfection  of  bedding  and  premises  taken  place. 

\  oluntary  notification  of  phthisis  has  now  been  begun  in 
Birmingham,  and  should  be  started  in  this  district  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Education  of  the  patients  and  tlieir  friends  is  the  keystone 
to  success  in  the  prevention  of  this  lamentable  disease. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  one  pavilion  at  the  Infectious 
Hospital  could  easily  be  used  for  treatment  of  this  disease,  as 
is  now  being  done  in  many  places. 

Birmingham  is  now  building  its  own  Sanatorium,  and  this 
district  should  not  be  left  behind  in  the  provision  of  treatment 
for  its  people. 

We  are  now  entering  upon  a  campaign  to  prevent  infants 
from  acquiring  tuberculosis  from  their  milk.  We  must  also 
protect  the  older  members  of  the  population  from  taking  up 
this  infection  from  their  relatives  and  friends. 

The  fact  that  bovine  tubercule  will  infect  human  beings  is 
now  fairly  generally  accepted  in  this  country,  especially  since 
the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Special  Commission. 


Other  Causes  of  Death. 


Two  deaths  were  caused  by  syphilis,  one  victim  being  an 
infant,  who  paid  the  penalty  of  inheritance,  the  other  an  adult. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  blood  poisoning,  caused  by 
septic  organisms. 

Seven  people  succumbed  to  diabetes,  a  disease  of  obscure 
causation,  associated  with  a  large  amount  of  sugar  excreted 
by  the  kidneys. 

Isine  deaths  were  certified  as  “  meningitis,”  but  none  as 
far  as  is  known  were  of  the  epidemic  variety. 

Apoplexy,  commonly  known  as  u  stroke,”  produced  35 
deaths. 

This  disease  is  due  to  the  giving  way  of  a  diseased  artery 
in  the  brain. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  epilepsy  and  8  from  paralysis. 

Brierht’s  disease  of  the  kidnevs  was  the  cause  of  24  deaths. 


Accidents. 

There \wer e  29  accidental  deaths,  19  males  and  10  females; 
16  of  these  were  residents  in  Selly  Oak  Ward. 

There  were  9  due  to  burns  or  scalds,  2  in  vehicular  traffic, 
3  by  poisons  or  poisonous  fumes,  2  by  drowning,  and  6  by  falls. 


Suicides. 

There  were  10  suicides,  5  males  and  5  females. 

Four  were  by  poison,  1  by  asphyxia,  1  by  hanging,  2  by 
drowning,  and  1  by  cutting  of  the  throat. 

Five  of  these  deaths  were  of  King’s  Heath  residents. 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

There  were  290  deaths  in  the  public  institutions  of  the 
district,  as  to  286  in  1906. 

There  occurred  196  deaths  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  10 
being  due  to  influenza,  33  to  tuberculosis,  19  to  cancer,  41  to 
diseases  of  the  heart,  28  to  other  lung  diseases,  and  19  to  old 
age. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  from  consumption  in  the 
Union  Infirmary  is  strong  evidence  of  the  pauperising  effect  of 
this  disease,  together  with  its  prevalence  amongst  the  ill-fed  and 

poorly-housed  masses  of  the  community. 

All  the  victims,  with  one  exception,  were  residents  of  the 
other  districts  of  the  Union. 

There  were  73  deaths  in  the  Uubery  and  Hollymoor 
Asylums,  16  of  which  were  due  to  phthisis,  13  to  diseases  of 
the  heart,  and  9  to  epilepsy. 

Moseley  Hall  had  4  deaths,  and  6  were  in  St.  Paul's 
Convent. 


Vital  Rates  of  England  and  Wales. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  26 '3 
per  1,000,  which  is  0'8  below  the  rate  for  1906,  and  is  the  lowest 
rate  ever  recorded. 

The  rate  was  2'1  per  1,000  lower  than  the  average  rate  for 
the  previous  ten  years. 

The  rate  was  27  0  in  the  76  large  districts,  and  25'7  in  the 
142  smaller  ones. 

The  death  rate  was  15' 0  per  1,000,  the  lowest  rate  on  record, 
and  varied  from  an  average  of  15'4  in  the  larger  districts  to 
14'5  in  the  small  ones. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  1*26  per  1,000,  as  to  1'94  in 
the  previous  year. 

This  rate  averaged  1*54  in  the  large  districts,  and  T29  in 
the  smaller  ones. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  118  per  1,000  live  births, 
14  below  1906,  and  the  lowest  rate  recorded. 

In  the  large  districts  the  rate  was  127,  and  the  smaller 
ones  122. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Acts. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  above  Act  was  572, 
compared  with  348  in  1906,  and  366  in  1905. 

Practically  the  only  increase  was  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  scarlet  fever,  which  was  almost  double  that  of  the  previous 
year. 


Vaccination. 

From  the  return  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Fletcher  it  is 
shown  that  1,538  children,  or  83  per  cent.,  of  the  births  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  year  ending  June  30th  last  were  successfully 
vaccinated. 


Table  XL — Infectious  Cases  notified  in  Districts 
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I  his  is  a  very  good  average,  and  only  one  per  cent,  less 
than  for  the  year  previous. 

There  was  an  increase  of  conscientious  objectors. 

Only  1;>  cases  were  left  unaccounted  for. 
the  return  reflects  great  credit  on  the  officials  responsible 
for  the  carrying  out  of  the  work. 


Smallpox. 

1  his  disease  was  altogether  absent  from  the  district  during 
the  year,  and  no  doubtful  cases  were  under  observation  at  any 
time. 

Fortunately  smallpox  has  not  been  prevalent  during  the 
year  in  any  part  of  this  country. 

The  Hollywood  Combined  Hospital  has  of  course  been  in 
readiness  all  the  time  to  admit  patients  at  the  shortest  possible 
notice,  but  there  has  been  no  necessity  to  take  advantage  of  its 
hospitality. 


General  Powers  Bill,  1907. 

The  Improvement  Bill  of  the  Council,  which  had  been 
under  consideration  for  some  years,  came  before  Parliament 
in  the  Spring  of  the  year,  and  after  a  close  examination,  and 
various  eliminations,  became  law. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the 
representative  of  the  L.Gr.B.  both  expressed  their  approval  of 
the  excellent  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Act  deals  with  tramways,  electricity,  streets  and  build¬ 
ings,  sewers,  baths  and  parks,  sky  signs  and  other  matters,  in 
added  to  sanitation  and  infectious  disease  clauses. 


Streets,  Buildings  and  Sewers. 

These  sections  among  other  things  give  the  Council  control 
over  the  position  and  direction  of  new  streets,  the  height  of 
buildings,  and  power  as  to  the  paving  of  courts. 

They  may  also  establish  lavatories  and  public  conveniences. 

The  height  of  new  chimneys  may  be  increased,  and  bye¬ 
laws  made  about  fixing  fire-grates. 

Provision  may  be  made  for  separate  system  of  sewers. 


Sanitary  Provisions. 

Council  may  require  provision  of  w.c.’s  in  place  of  privies 
or  pans.  « 

Rain-water  pipes  not  to  be  used  as  soil  pipes  or  drain 
ventilators. 

Galvanized  ash  bins  to  be  provided. 

Special  powers  are  given  for  the  examination  of  drains 
suspected  to  be  a  nuisance. 


Tlie  difficulty  of  distinguishing1  between  a  drain  and  sewer 
is  simplified,  and  houses  may  be  drained  by  combined  drain  at 
the  wish  of  the  Council. 

Drinking  water  cisterns  to  be  cleansed  where  necessary, 
objectionable  urinals  may  be  removed,  and  all  inns  and  refresh¬ 
ment  places  may  be  required  to  provide  urinals. 

The  meaning  of  the  word  nuisance  is  extended  to  include  : 

(a)  Domestic  water  cisterns  liable  to  contamination. 

(b)  Defective  down  spout,  causing  dampness. 

(c)  Deposit  of  material  causing  dampness  in  buildings. 

(d)  Choked  stream  causing  liability  to  flooding. 

Bye-laws  may  be  made  as  to  construction  of  w.c.’s. 

(108)  Meat  must  not  be  blown,  or  blown  meat  sold. 


S nfectious  Diseases. 

The  Council  may  provide  remedies  and  antidotes  in  infec¬ 
tious  diseases. 

The  person  in  charge  of  infectious  person  to  be  held  re¬ 
sponsible  for  exposure  in  public  streets,  etc. 

Xo  wakes  to  be  held  over  infectious  corpses. 

A  penalty  for  withholding  or  giving  false  information  to 
the  M.O.H.  in  connection  with  infectious  disease  enquiries. 

Infectious  corpse  not  to  be  sent  by  train,  except  on  certifi¬ 
cate  of  M.O.H. 

Extra  power  given  as  to  the  conveyance  of  infectious  per¬ 
sons  in  public  vehicles. 

Accident  ambulances  may  be  provided. 

Bye-laws  as  to  hospitals  may  be  made. 

Council  may  pay  expenses  of  patients  in  infectious  hospital, 
subscribe  to  hospitals,  and  provide  nurses. 

Library  books  in  infectious  households  must  be  reported  to 
the  Health  Department. 

Xo  child  with  infectious  disease  must  be  sent  to  school. 

Lists  of  scholars  with  addresses  must  be  given  by  school¬ 
master  if  required. 

The  M.O.H.  is  given  power  to  examine  scholars  suspected 
of  infectious  disease. 

Special  powers  are  given  as  to  the  disinfection  of  houses, 
removal  of  contacts  and  destruction  or  cleansing  of  infectious 
or  unwholesome  articles. 

Dairymen  must  specially  notify  all  infectious  disease  in 
their  households  and  among  their  assistants,  and  also  give  lists 
of  customers  if  required. 

They  may  receive  compensation  for  stopping  of  sale  of 
milk. 

All  milk  vessels  must  be  clean,  including  those  used  by 
vendors  in  the  street. 

Persons  kept  from  work  because  of  infectious  disease  may 
be  compensated. 

Xo  person  must  send  infectious  clothing  to  a  laundry. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  is  to  be  regulated. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Any  person  knowingly  .selling  milk  from  a  cow  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  udder,  or  failing  to  isolate  such  cow,  is  liable  to  a 
penalty,  as  he  is  also  if  he  does  not  report  any  cow  suspected 
of  or  exhibiting  signs  of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  to  the  M.O.H. 

Power  is  given  to  the  M.O.H. ,  or  his  deputy,  to  take 
samples  of  milk  for  bacterial  examination. 

the  M.O.H.,  if  accompanied  by  a  veterinary  surgeon,  may 
make  inspection  of  any  cows  in  the  district,  and  the  Council 
may  stop  the  sale  of  tuberculous  milk  from  any  cow. 

Similar  powers  apply  to  cows  outside  the  district,  where 
the  milk  is  sent  into  the  district. 


Housing  of  the  People. 


During  the  year  there  were  cleansed  or  repaired  798  houses 
or  parts  of  houses. 

To  houses  where  work  was  in  progress  1,003  visits  were 
paid. 

The  number  of  special  visits  made  to  houses  was  2,475. 
There  were  12,675  calls  made  in  connection  with  district  inspec¬ 
tion. 

The  number  of  plans  passed  by  the  Building  Committee 
was  232,  the  same  as  in  1906. 

These  plans  included  798  houses,  25  more  than  last  year. 

Plans  were  passed  for  9  new  roads,  2  for  public  buildings, 
and  11  factories. 

There  were  123  alterations  and  additions  to  buildings. 

Two  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  were  enquired  into,  and 
means  taken  to  abate  the  same. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

There)  were  received  437  notifications  of  scarlet  fever, 
nearly  double  the  number  notified  in  1906. 

Of  this  number,  8  were  under  one  year  of  age,  15  between 
one  and  two  years,  and  94  from  two  to  five  years. 

The  bulk  of  the  cases  were  at  ages  betwmen  five  and  ten 
years,  and  there  were  22  adults  affected. 

The  death  rate  per  cent,  came  out  at  2-7,  compared  with 
3-1  per  cent,  in  1906. 

Seven  of  these  deaths  took  place  between  two  and  five  years 
of  age. 

This  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  is  not  owing  to 
any  local  conditions,  as  it  was  general  throughout  the  country, 
the  proportion  of  cases  in  London,  after  about  20  years  almost 
complete  hospital  isolation,  being  larger  than  ever  before. 

The  year  is  what  is  known  as  a  crest  year  in  the  wave 
of  scarlet  fever,  and  these  occur  about  every  six  years  on  the 
average. 

The  crest  is  less  marked  in  a  district  like  this  with  several 
large  centres  of  population  than  it  is  in  a  compact  one,  where 
the  disease  is  usually  epidemic  all  over  at  the  same  time. 
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Looking  over  the  statistics  for  the  last  ten  years  we  find  a 
crest  about  every  five  years,  but  the  troughs  between  the  waves 
are  not  very  deep. 

Lhe  relative  number  of  cases  to  population  in  former  years 
was,  however,  higher  than  any  of  the  recent  figures. 

For  instance,  in  the  year  1896  there  were  806  cases  notified, 
with  a  population  of  half  the  present  one. 

The  lowest  numbers  recorded  were  in  the  years  1899  and 
1900,  there  being  only  214  for  the  two  years  together. 

Since  1901  there  has  always  been  more  than  200  cases  per 
year. 

t/ 

The  population  has  become  much  more  congested  during 
the  last  ten  years,  and  a  great  increase  in  the  proportion  of 
working-class  people,  while  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
juvenile  population  has  taken  place. 

Many  more  schools  have  been  opened,  and  the  increased 
numbers  of  children  have  been  brought  into  closer  contact  with 
each  other. 

The  connection  of  the  district  with  Birmingham  and  other 
large  centres  has  been  more  intimate  by  means  of  the  tramway 
services  and  increased  railway  facilities. 

Beoley  excepted,  cases  occurred  in  every  part  of  the 
district. 

There  were,  as  might  be  expected,  few  cases  in  the  rural 
areas. 

All  through  the  year  cases  were  reported  from  King’s 
Heath,  the  total  reaching  181  with  6  deaths. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  were  connected  with  the  Council 
schools,  chiefly  the  girls’  and  infants’  departments,  the  junior 
school  to  a  lesser  extent. 

The  boys’  department  had  very  few  cases. 

In  addition,  quite  a,  number  of  young  children  and  also 
adults  took  the  disease,  and  in  most  instances  it  was  impossible 
to  find  out  the  source  of  infection. 

A  number  of  visits  were  made  to  the  affected  schools,  hand¬ 
bills  given  out,  and  all  doubtful  cases  visited. 

The  Cotteridge  area  was  badly  affected  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  most  of  the  cases  attending  the  school. 

One  pupil  was  found  at  school  while  peeling  from  the 
disease. 

The  complaint  got  quite  a  hold  in  Francis  Road  in  the 
same  way  as  it  did  in  King’s  Road,  King’s  Heath,  showing  that 
local  infection  was  playing  a  great,  part  in  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

In  Bournbrook  there  were  89  cases,  30  in  Selly  Park  dis¬ 
trict,  and  86  in  Stirchley. 

King’s  Horton,  with  36  cases,  had  quite  a  brisk  outbreak 
while  it  lasted. 

On  this  occasion  several  families  in  Walker’s  Heath  were 
infected,  and  most  of  the  members  took  it,  including  one  adult. 

Only  two  cases  were  reported  from  public  institutions,  both 
from  Selly  Oak  Infirmary. 

Ho  outbreak  was  caused  by  milk  as  far  as  could  be  dis¬ 
covered. 

As  to  the  size  of  houses  where  scarlet  fever  occurred,  there 
were  48  houses  with  four  rooms,  92  with  five  rooms,  and  135 
with  six  rooms. 


There  was  only  1  house  with  two  rooms  and  8  houses  with 
three  rooms. 

There  were  44  houses  with  seven  or  more  rooms. 

With  re  gard  to  the  size  of  families  affected,  there  was  one 
with  only  two  persons,  20  with  three  members,  66  with  four, 
67  with  five,  and  63  with  six. 

There  were  18  families  with  ten  or  more  members,  and 
these  included  3  with  twelve  and  1  with  thirteen  individuals 
in  it. 

The  average  size  of  houses  was  six  rooms,  and  the  average 
size  of  families  was  5'6  persons. 

This  gives  just  over  one  room  per  person ,  and  an  average 
of  two  persons  per  room  being  taken  by  the  Registrar-General 
as  over-crowding. 

In  49  households  there  were  second  cases,  in  15  third  cases, 
and  5  families  4  cases,  and  2  had  5  members  attacked  with  the 
disease. 

When  one  sees  the  grossly  negligent  way  in  which  the 
patient  is  so  often  brought  down  into  the  kitchen,  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  rest  of  the  children  awaits  the  arrival  of  the 
hospital  ambulance,  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  that  other 
members  so  often  take  the  disease. 


Table  XII . — Scarlet  Teber  Cases  and  Deaths  at 

Various  Ages. 


Years 

All  ages. 

0-1  1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  up 

Cases 

437 

8  15 

94 

273 

25 

22 

— 

Deaths 

12 

1  1 

7 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Per  Cent.  .. 

2-7 

12-5  6-6 

7-4 

0-7 

— 

4-4 

— - 

Diphtheria. 

As  is  generally  the  case,  the  scarlet  fever  prevalence  was 
accompanied  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  diphtheria. 

There  were  59  cases  notified,  as  to  40  for  the  previous  year. 

One  fatal  case  was  only  a  few  days  old,  but  no  bacterial 
examination  was  made  in  this  instance. 

There  were  8  deaths,  a  rate  of  13’5  per  cent.,  slightly  higher 
than  in  1906. 

The  rate  at  ages  2-5  years  was  23*5  per  cent. 

Seven  cases  occurred  in  adult  life,  but  none  of  them  proved 
fatal. 

In  five  families  second  cases  were  reported,  whilst  in  one 
household  no  less  than  6  members  were  notified,  and  removed 
to  hospital. 


Table  XIII. — Infectious  Diseases ,  Notifications  and  Deaths  since  1892. 

Years 
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From  the  clinical  appearances  there  is  little  doubt  that 
most  of  these  were  carrier  cases,  suffering  from  a  slight  cold, 
but  not  from  diphtheria. 

Cases  cropped  up  in  most  parts  of  the  district,  but  as  is 
to  be  expected  more  in  the  urban  parts,  as  diphtheria  is  now 
quite  a  town  disease,  whereas  it  was  once  a  country  one. 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  Stirchley  Ward,  with  a 
total  of  12  cases,  King’s  Heath  having  11,  and  Bournbrook  9. 

Bournville  took  fourth  position  with  8  cases,  1  less  than  in 
1906. 

In  Bournville  one  or  two  cases  were  found  in  the  first  two 
months  of  the  year,  and  in  March  there  was  a  small  outbreak 
of  about  four  cases. 

Since  that  time  onlv  two  patients  have  been  notified. 

Two  cases  were  notified  from  one  family  in  Beolev,  but 
both  were  mild  and  only  diagnosed  on  bacterial  examination, 
not  made  in  our  laboratory. 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Moseley  Hall, 
one  of  which  proved  fatal. 

Most  of  the  cases  in  the  district  were  scattered,  and  very 
seldom  was  any  direct  infection  to  be  traced. 

Doubtless  the  connection  was  by  means  of  several  atypical 
sore  throats,  really  of  a  diphtheritic  nature,  but  not  recognised 
as  such. 

As  usual,  one  or  two  cases  attending  school  with  sore 
throat  were  found,  on  bacterial  examination,  to  have  diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  was  distributed  as  usual  in  all  neces- 
sarv  cases,  and  the  medical  men  were  encouraged  to  use  it  both 
for  prevention  and  cure. 

There  were  114  doses,  equal  to  228,000  units  of  diphtheria 
antitoxin  used  in  the  district,  and  the  majority  of  this  serum 
was  given  out  to  the  medical  men  to  use  in  all  suspected  cases. 


Table  XIV. — Diphtheria  Cases  and  Deaths  at  51 ge 

Periods. 


|  Years 

All  ages. 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

Cases 

59 

1 

— 

17 

34 

3 

4 

Deaths 

8 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Per  cent.... 

_ 

135 

100 

— 

23-5 

9-0 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  12  cases  of  typhoid  fever  notified,  about  the 
average  number  for  the  last  few  years. 

The  disease  wTas  more  fatal  than  for  the  whole  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  four  years,  5  deaths  being  certified  as  due  to  this  cause. 
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Of  these  deaths,  3  took  place  in  the  Union  Infirmary,  of 
residents  of  this  district. 

The  death  rate  worked  out  at  41*7  per  cent.,  but  this  high 
average  must  be  to  a  large  extent  coincidental,  owing  to  the 
small  number  of  cases  dealt  with. 

In  only  one  household  did  a  second  case  crop  up. 

Seven  of  the  patients  were  between  5-15  years  of  age,  and 
three  were  over  25  years. 

There  were  four  cases  each  in  Selly  Oak  and  Stirchley 
Wards  and  two  in  King's  Heath. 

Direct  infection  was  only  definitely  known  in  one  case, 
shellfish  in  one  or  two  instances  was  suspected,  and  neither 
water  or  milk  was  put  down  as  the  carrier  of  the  germs  in  any 
instance. 

As  a  rule  the  patient  had  probably  been  infected,  more  or 
less,  directly  from  some  undiscovered  case,  and  several  infec¬ 
tions  had  been  acquired  outside  the  district. 


Erysipelas. 

There  were  60  cases  of  erysipelas  notified,  9  less  than  in 
1906. 

Of  this  total,  39  cases  were  from  Selly  Oak  Ward,  including' 
15  from  Bournbrook,  and  14  from  Sellv  Oak. 

There  were  notifications  from  every  Ward  except  North- 
field  and  Beoley. 

Four  deaths  were  notified,  all  adults,  two  of  whom 
belonged  to  King’s  Norton  and  two  to  Selly  Oak  Ward. 

Of  the  notified  cases,  52  were  adults  and  1  an  infant  under 
one  year  of  age. 


Peurperal  Fever. 

There  were  sent  in  four  notifications  of  puerperal  fever, 
commonly  known  as  “  child  bed  fever.” 

In  1906  there  were  two  cases. 

Two  of  the  patients  resided  in  Bournbrook  and  one  each 
in  Moseley  and  Stirchley. 

The  only  fatal  case  was  attended  by  a  medical  man,  and 
was  in  Moseley. 

The  other  three  cases  were  midwives’  patients,  and  all  were 
at  once  reported  to  the  County  Administrative  Authorities. 

The  midwives  were  suspended,  visited  by  the  County  In¬ 
spector,  and  not  allowed  to  return  to  their  work  until  thorough 
disinfection  of  their  clothing  and  instruments  had  been 
accomplished. 

In  one  or  two  instances  midwives  were  admonished  by  the 
county  officials  about  slight  breaches  of  the  rules,  but  no  serious 
neglect  was  discovered,  and  no  permanent  suspension  found 
necessary. 


West  Heath  Hospital. 

There  were  admitted  during  the  twelve  months  418  cases, 
of  which  387  were  admitted  as  scarlet  fever,  and  31  as  diph¬ 
theria  . 


Table  XV.  —  West  Heath  Hospital  Returns. 
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2  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Smallpox,  b  Scarlet  Fever,  c  Scarlet  Fever,  4  Smallpox,  d  Scarlet  Fever,  e  Scarlet  Fever. 

Smallpox  now  treated  at  Hollywood. 


This  is  exactly  double  the  number  in  1906. 

Hie  proportion  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  removed  was  88  pei 
cent.,  compared  with  81  for  1906. 

•Just  over  half  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  were  removed. 

there  were  12  patients  with  scarlet  fever  under  one  year  of 
age,  233  between  5-15  years,  and  20  adults  were  treated. 

Most  of  the  diphtheria  patients  were  from  5-15  years  of 
age,  there  being  two  adults. 

There  were  166  scarlet  fever  cases  from  King’s  Heath 
Ward,  80  from  Selly  Oak,  78  from  Sti.ro h ley,  and  1  outside 
case  from  Smethwick. 

There  were  16  diphtheria  cases  from  Selly  Oak  Ward,  6 
from  King’s  Heath,  and  1  patient  from  Quinton. 

There  were  9  deaths  from  scarlet  fever,  equal  to  the  low 
rate  of  2'3  per  cent.,  compared  with  3'7  per  cent,  in  1906. 

Seven  of  these  fatal  cases  were  under  three  years  of  age, 
one  being  only  8  months  old. 

Three  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  nephritis,  one  to  laryngitis, 
and  the  others  to  septicaemia,  or  general  blood  poisoning. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  diphtheria,  a  rate  of  about 
10  per  cent. 

Two  of  these  were  from  toxaemia,  and  the  other  was  a 
laryngeal  case. 

As  to  time  of  detention  in  hospital  of  scarlet  fever  patients, 
64  of  these  were  less  than  six  weeks,  131  for  six  weeks,  62  for 
seven  weeks,  and  60  for  more  than  seven  weeks. 

One  patient  was  in  the  hospital  for  15  weeks,  and  one  for 
20  weeks.  There  were  8  so-called  “  return  ”  cases,  or  2'5  per 
cent,  of  all  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  discharged,  less  than  in 
1906. 

As  usual,  a  certain  number  of  cases  were  sent  in  and  found 
not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  certified. 

One  case  of  measles  was  admitted  as  scarlet  fever,  and  a 
number  of  cases  of  tonsilitis  and  other  diseases  were  so  sent  in. 
Several  patients  notified  as  diphtheria  had  no  clinical  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  disease  at  all,  and  seemed  of  very  doubtful  diag¬ 
nosis. 

A  mother  and  child  were  both  admitted  at  an  interval  of 
a  few  days,  and  both  sent  out  as  not  having  scarlet  fever. 

One  young  infant  admitted  as  having  fever  was  so  ill  from 
inflammation  of  the  lungs  that  it  could  not  be  sent  home,  and 
it  died  finally  from  the  latter  disease. 

Owing  to  the  epidemic  of  fever,  the  new  blocks  have  both 
been  put  into  use,  as  at  one  time  nearly  100  patients  were  in 
the  hospital. 

The  new  acute  block  has  been  in  general  use  now  for  six 
months,  and  is  in  every  way  an  admirable  ward,  bright,  airy, 
and  convenient  for  working. 

The  new  front  wall  and  gates  have  been  erected,  and  have 
very  much  improved  the  external  appearance  of  the  hospital. 

The  matron  and  staff  have  again  done  excellent  work, 
under  times  of  heavy  stress,  and  with  a  staff  always  below  the 
average  of  most  hospitals. 

Hr.  Hollinshead  again  made  regular  weekly  visitations  to 
the  hospital,  in  addition  to  taking  charge  in  my  absence^  and 
coming  at  any  time  when  urgent  cases  needed  a  consultation. 
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Table  XV L — Articles  and  Houses  Disinfected. 


Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  453 

Flock  and  Feather  Beds  ...  ...  , ...  388 

Mattresses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Bolsters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  409 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  688 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  644 

Counterpanes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

Cushions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Carpets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Articles  of  Clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  918 

Wool  Materials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


3,963 


Work  of  Health  Visitor. 


There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  paid 
during  the  year,  4,614  houses  being  visited,  as  to  3,654  in  1906. 

This  is  largely  accounted  for  by  the  increased  number  of 
school  cases  looked  up,  as  these  have  usually  been  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  school  attended  by  them,  and  more  or  less 
concentrated. 

Table  XV III, —  Visits  made  in  connection  Ivith 

the  following  : — 

Births  . 

Deaths  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Notifiable  Diseases 

Zymotic  . 

Skin  Diseases  . 

House  to  House  .... 

Midwives  . 

Outworkers  . 

Workshops  . . 

Neglected  Children 

Sore  Throats  . 

Mumps  . 

Total  . .  4,614 


1,639 

100 

10 

157 

753 

1,266 

100 

45 

78 

60 

73 

67 

268 


Infant  Feeding. 

There  were  1,639  calls  made  in  connection  with  recent 
births,  about  100  less  than  in  1906. 

This  decrease  is  due  to  the  time  being  taken  up  with  other 
matters,  and  not  to  the  fact  that  less  visits  were  necessary,  as 
with  our  present  staff  we  are  unable  to  do  all  that  we  should 
like  in  this  way. 
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There  were  1,460  infants  fed  on  the  breast  during*  the  first 
month,  1,210  during  the  second  month,  most  of  the  latter  being 
so  fed  until  nine  or  ten  months  old. 

During*  the  first  month  there  were  179  infants  bottle  fed, 
and  250  during  the  second  month,  45  of  which  were  fed  with 
patent  foods. 

There  were  94  infants  fed  on  the  breast  and  bottle  after 
first  month,  and  10  were  found  being  fed  with  bread  and  milk,  % 

and  rusks,  on  the  first  visit. 

Of  61  illegitimate  births,  2  only  were  breast  fed,  neither 
of  which  died,  whereas  of  the  others  6  succumbed. 

There  were  15  deaths  investigated  of  infants  who  were  fed 
on  the  breast,  and  31  who  were  bottle  fed. 

When  we  consider  that  about  four  infants  were  breast  fed 
to  one  bottle  fed,  the  mortality  of  the  latter  class  appears  at 
least  eight  times  that  of  the  former,  and  this  is  much  less  than 
the  usual  calculation. 

All  the  children  visited  who  died  from  tuberculous  diseases 
were  breast  fed,  further  evidence  of  the  similarity  of  the  bovine 
and  human  origin  of  the  disease. 

There  were  157  visitations  respecting  doubtful  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  ailments,  and  753  with  regard  to  the  other 
forms  of  zymotic  disease. 

Contagious  skin  diseases  were  responsible,  for  no  less  than 
1,211  visits,  doubtful  sore  throats  for  61,  and  neglected  children 
for  78. 

There  were  100  house-to-house  inspections,  45  visits  to 
midwives,  60  to  workshops,  and  78  to  home-workers. 

Five  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  visited,  and  the  disin¬ 
fection  of  the  midwives1  clothes  was  supervised. 

Advice  was  given  to  parents  about  prevention  of  infection 
and  treatment  of  skin  diseases  where  necessary,  and  where  no 
medical  man  was  in  attendance,  or  was  likely  to  be  called  in. 


Infectious  Disease  in  Schools. 

There  were  261  children  attending  the  schools  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  who  were  notified  as  having  infectious  diseases. 

Of  these,  233  were  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  25  of  diphtheria, 
and  3  of  typhoid  fever. 

Of  the  scarlet  fever  patients,  88  attended  King’s  Heath 
schools,  29  Cotteridge  School,  18  King’s  Norton,  and  14 
Stirchley. 

Of  diphtheria  cases  7  were  from  Bournville  schools,  4  from 
Stirchley,  with  2  each  from  three  other  schools. 

The  three  typhoid  cases  were  at  different  schools. 

The  non-notifiable  diseases  were  reported  by  arrangement 
each  week,  or  more  often,  by  the  teachers  and  attendance 
officers,  and  visits  made  to  the  houses  and  instructions  given. 

The  cases  reported  were  measles  559,  whooping  cough  194, 
chicken-pox  140,  mumps  268,  sore  throats  66. 

Cases  of  measles  were  reported  from  every  school  except 
Beoley  and  Wvthall,  chiefly  occurring  in  the  spring  of  the 
year. 
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I  here  were  58  cases  in  the  infant  department  of  Dawlish 
Road  School,  52  in  King’s  Heath,  60  in  Stirchley,  and  40  in 
Bourn  ville. 

ri  here  were  40  whooping  cough  cases  in  Moseley  Infant 
School,  29  in  St.  Stephen’s,  18  in  King’s  Heath,  and  16  in  Sellv 
Oak. 

I  he  chicken  pox  cases  included  24  in  Cotteridge  Infants', 
16  in  riverton  Hoad,  and  14  in  Fashoda  Road  School. 

Ihe  268  mumps  cases  were  distributed  as  follows: — 64  in 
St.  Mary’s  School,  44  in  Tiverton  Road  Infants',  22  in  Bourn- 
ville  Infants’  and  15  in  Bournville  Mixed  School. 

The  large  proportion  of  infants  with  this  disease  is  rather 
unusual,  as  older  children  are  generally  more  prone  to.  it. 


School  Closure. 


Seventeen  infant  schools  were  closed  for  infectious  out¬ 
breaks,  13  of  them  being  for  measles,  2  for  whooping  cough,  1 
for  mumps,  and  1,  for  a  few  days  only,  for  scarlet  fever. 

In  a  recent  circular  of  the  L.G.B.  the  question  of  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  infection  in  schools  is  fully  considered,  and  the 
closure  of  schools,  except  under  special  circumstances,  is 
deprecated. 

The  disease  in  which  the  Board  thinks  that  closure  may 
be  most  useful  is  measles,  but  thinks  that  even  here  class 
closure  for  a  few  days  may  often  be  quite  as  serviceable. 


Contagious  Skin  Diseases  (Ringworm). 

There  were  T42  cases  of  ringworm  reported,  the  only 
schools  being  exempt  being  Moseley  Boys’,  Bournville  Mixed, 
and  Stirchley  Boys’  arid  Girls’. 

There  were  16  cases  in  King’s  Heath  Infants’,  10  in  King’s 
Horton  Mixed,  9  in  King’s  Horton  Infants’,  12  in  Moseley 
Infants’,  10  in  Cotteridge  Infants’,  T  in  Tiverton  Road  Infants’, 
and  6  each  in  Bournville  and  Stirchley  Street  Infants’  School. 

All  known  cases  were  kept  at  home  as  long  as  infection 
seemed  to  be  present,  and  treatment  was  done  in  a  large  number 
of  instances  where  no  medical  attendance  could  be  procured. 

A  very  large  amount  of  school  attendance  was  lost  owing 
to  ringworm,  as  many  of  the  cases  became  chronic,  and  went 
on  for  several  months. 

This  ailment  is  most  intractable  and  difficult  to  treat  when 
once  it  becomes  deep-seated. 

The  only  really  successful  treatment  of  chronic  cases  is  by 
means  of  X’  Rays,’  which,  however,  is  a  very  expensive  appa¬ 
ratus. 

This  is  being  used  in  the  Croydon  Education  Department 
with  great  success  in  shortening  the  time  of  necessary  absence 
from  school  of  these  cases. 
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impetigo. 

\\  e  liacl  124  cases  of  impetigo  contagiosa,  commonly  known 
as  "  scaldhead,”  brought  to  our  notice. 

Cases  occurred  in  all  the  schools  except  seven,  one  only  of 
the  latter  being  a  country  school. 

there  were  14  cases  in  Rubery  School  of  a  rather  unusual 
sort,  chiefly  affecting  the  hands,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  the  feet 
and  legs. 

T  leers  formed,  which  became  chronic,  and  only  healed 
with  difficulty. 

There  were  13  cases  in  Dawlish  Road  Infants’,  11  in  Tiver¬ 
ton  Road  Infants’,  10  in  Stirchley  Infants’,  and  17  in  Cotter- 
idge  Mixed  School. 

This  ailment  is  usually  very  mild  and  affects  the  back  of 
the  head  and  the  face,  usually  of  children  who  are  not  well 
nourished. 

Advice  as  to  treatment,  which  is  simple,  was  given  in  all 
necessary  cases. 


Scabies* 


The  13  cases  of  scabies,  or  lk  itch,”  were  distributed  over 
seven  schools,  and  most  of  them  were  in  the  Selly  Oak  Ward. 


Pediculosis  Capitis. 

The  above  heading  is  usually  used  in  preference  to  the 
English  one  of  k>  lice  in  the  head.” 

The  Health  Visitor  examined  the  heads  of  a  large  number 
of  children  in  the  schools,  and  found  548  who  were  verminous. 

There  were  272  visits  paid  to  houses  in  connection  with 
similar  cases  reported  from  the  schools,  but  a  number  of  these 
were  possibly  included  in  the  first  number  examined  in  the 
schools. 

There  were  117  dirty  heads  examined  in  Tiverton  Road 
School,  59  in  Horthfield,  59  in  Dawlish  Road,  84  in  St.  Mary’s 
School,  63  in  Stirchley,  and  59  in  King’s  Heath. 

Ko  cases  were  known  of  in  several  of  the  schools,  but  this 
may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  there  have  not  yet  been 
fully  examined. 

There  were  reported  by  the  teachers  67  cases  from  Tiverton 
Road,  46  from  Dawlish  Road,  32  from  St.  Mary’s,  27  from 
Stirchley,  and  51  from  King’s  Heath  School,  whereas  from 
Northfield  School,  where  59  cases  of  “  vermin  ”  were  seen,  only 
two  cases  have  been  reported  by  the  teachers. 

How  widespread  this  loathsome  diseasei  has  become  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  patients  admitted  to 
the  West  Heath  Hospital  had  either  nits  or  live  vermin  in  their 
scalps. 

Of  children  attending  school  50  per  cent,  were  in  the  same 
condition. 
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Hygiene  of  the  Schools. 

Sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  in  several  of 
the  schools  during  the  year. 

The  ventilation  of  the  Korthfield  Boys'  and  the  St. 
Edward’s  Hon-provided  Schools  has  been  much  improved  by 
the  air  outlet  cowls  on  the  roof,  and  also  wall  inlets  in  the 
latter  school. 

Some  alteration  has  also  been  made  at  the  Moseley  Boys’ 
School,  but  the  ventilation  of  that  room  is  still  not  at  all  good, 
and  it  contains  a  large  number  of  pupils. 

The  drainage  at  Silver  Street  School  is  being  all  relaid. 

The  lighting  of  some  of  the  schools  is  still  bad,  especially 
on  dull  afternoons,  and  this  applies  particularly  to  some  of 
the  non-provided  ones,  with  the  Gothic  type  of  windows. 

The  artificial  lighting  of  most  of  the  schools  is  quite  inade¬ 
quate,  and  chiefly  consists  of  a  number  of  ordinary  flaring 
burners,  which  emit  little  light,  but  a  great  deal  of  heat  and 
moisture. 

In  some  of  the  schools,  chiefly  non-provided,  the  windows 
that  are  open  are  so  small  and  so  few  that  a  decent  atmosphere 
is  difficult  to  obtain,  especially  in  hot  weather. 

The  numerous  curtains,  of  very  porous  material,  that  are 
used  in  the  schools  are  most  insanitary,  and  likely  to  hold  all 
form  of  infectious  material,  and  absorb  any  deleterious  gases 
from  the  air.  Glass  screens  should  take  their  place. 

Complaints  of  dust  in  the  schools  are  still  received,  and  it 
is  questionable  whether  the  moist  sawdust  is  used  when  sweep¬ 
ing  as  much  as  it  should  be. 

The  extra  cleansing  of  the  schools  was  somewhat  interfered 
with  by  the  abolition  of  the  October  holiday. 

Of  90  children  from  King’s  Heath  Schools  admitted  to 
hospital,  51  showed  the  parasites,  of  18  from  King’s  Horton 
Schools  15,  and  of  29  from  Cotteridge  IT  were  verminous. 

In  addition,  there  were  50  patients  not  attending  school 
who  were  pediculous,  and  this  included  several  female  adults. 

Cards  of  warning  and  instruction  on  this  matter  have  been 
issued  to  all  the  scholars  in  the  district,  on  the  instruction  of 
the  Hygiene  Sub- Committee. 


Eczema, 

There  were  34  visits  paid  to  houses  to  see  children  with 
eczema,  7  being  from  Tiverton  lload  Infants’,  and  5  from  St. 
Mary’s  School. 


Neglected  Children. 

Investigations  were  made  about  neglected  children  re¬ 
ported  from  the  schools,  and  73  visits  were  made  by  the  Health 
Visitor  in  consequence. 

Several  parents  were  reported  to  the  K.S.P.C.C.,  and  suc¬ 
cessful  legal  action  was  taken  in  one  or  two  instances. 
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The  moral  effect  of  a  visit  from  the  Inspector  of  this 
Society  is  very  great,  and  almost  always  brings  about,  a  marked 
improvement,  even  in  the  most  difficult  cases. 


Visits  to  Schools. 

During  the  year  regular  visitations  were  made  to  the 
schools  by  the  Medical  Officer,  advice  given  to  the  teachers  and 
children  examined  where  required. 

There  were  360  visits  paid,  including  90  for  special  pur¬ 
poses. 

These  included  47  to  Cotteridge,  36  to  King’s  Heath,  24 
to  Stirchley,  25  to  Tiverton  Road,  and  33  to  N  orth  Hold. 

Cases  of  illness  amongst  the  scholars,  doubtful  symptoms, 
accidents,  eye,  ear  and  throat  cases,  have  all  been  shown  up  at 
different  times,  and  the  proper  line  of  action  suggested. 

The  school  lectures  on  Hygiene  have  been  gone  into  with 
the  head  teachers,  and  suggestions  offered  on  occasion. 

All  the  reported  defective  children  were  examined  on  one 
or  two  occasions,  once  with  members  of  the  Hygiene  Sub- 
Committee. 

It  was  considered  that  a  number  of  the  children  examined 
needed  special  instruction  in  order  to  make  any  improvement, 
and  that  many  others  would  much  benefit  by  it. 

Hie  line  between  mental  deficiency  and  dullness  is  a  very 
fine  one,  as  naturally  one  condition  is  just  an  aggravated  form 
of  the  other. 

The  best  way  to  deal  with  these  defectives  is  now  engrossing 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

The  brushing  of  the  teeth  of  the  school  children  is  still  in 
operation,  and  has  been  extended  by  the  kindness  of  Messrs. 
Cadburys  to  several  other  schools. 

Owing  to  the  application  of  the  head-mistress,  tooth 
brushes  have  been  supplied  to  the  Cotteridge  Infant  School, 
where  hygiene  is  taught  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

The  eyes  of  the  children  entering  the  senior  schools,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year,  were  tested  by  the  teachers  in  the 
usual  way. 

A  circular-letter  was  sent  out  to  the  parents  from  the 
Education  Office  in  cases  where  sight  was  proved  to  be  defective. 

Much  more  attention  is  now  being  paid  to  the  distance  at 
which  books  are  held  from  the  eyes. 


Table  57. —  Tor  Whole  District \ 
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Surveyor’s  Report  on  Buildings,  &c. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1907. 


Ward. 

i 

No  of 
Plans. 

J 

Houses. . 

New 

Roads. 

Public 
3’ldings  1 

it’ct’ries 

Work¬ 

shops, 

Ware¬ 

houses, 

etc. 

Alter¬ 

ations, 

Addi¬ 

tions, 

and 

Various. 

1 

Totals. 

Moseley — 

Moor  Green 

20 

54 

- 

12 

66 

WakeGreen 

18 

25  ! 

— 

— 

—  1 

11 

36 

King’s  Heath 

East 

8 

20 

— 

7 

27 

West 

12 

. 

30 

1 

— 

1 

2 

34 

Northfield  ... 

18 

65 

2 

— 

2 

5 

74 

Bednal  and 

Rnbery  . . . 

7 

3 

— 

— 

1 

9 

13 

Selly  Oak — 

East 

29 

131 

— - 

• 

19 

150 

West 

26 

84 

— 

1 

5 

12 

102 

Stirchley — 

North 

24 

1  120 

3 

I 

I 

I 

12 

135 

South 

23 

i 

!  198 

1 

1 

1 

9 

209 

King’s  Norton 

38 

60 

2 

— 

2 

19 

83 

Bartley  Green 

4 

!  5 

— 

j 

— 

— 

5 

Beoley  and 

Wythall. . . 

5 

3 

6 

9 

Totals 

— 

232 

!  798 

!  9 

1 

2 

11 

123 

943 

AMBBOSE  W.  CBOSS,  C.E., 


Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 

Statement 

for  the  year  1907 

To  the  Health  Committee. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Number  of  notified  cases  en¬ 
quired  into  ... 

1905 

366 

1906 

372 

1907 

584 

Number  of  visits  made  thereto 

444 

493 

697 

Number  of  cases  of  other  ill¬ 
ness  visited  and  school  visits 

382 

92 

122 

Number  of  patients  removed  to 
Hospital 

201 

189 

403 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 

271 

,  283 

477 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing, 
bedding,  &c.,  disinfected  by 
Hospital  staff 

2276 

2223 

3655 

Number  of  articles  destroyed  . . . 

4 

21 

Houses  ... 

Number  of  houses  or  outhouses 
cleansed,  limewashed,  or  re¬ 
paired 

976 

963 

798 

Number  of  reported  unfit  for 
habitation 

— 

— 

Number  of  closed 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  abated 

3 

11 

2 

Number  of  visits  to  works  in 
progress 

— 

— 

1003 

Number  of  houses  visited  for 
special  purposes 

2110 

3846 

2473 

Number  in  course  of  district 
inspection 

16726 

14263 

12675 

House  Drains  ... 

1 

i 

1 

Number  laid  or  relaid  ...  ... 

121 

1 

90 

92 

62 
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( Continued. ) 


House  Drains 

( continued ) 

Number  cleansed,  trapped  or 
ventilated 

1905 

536 

1906 

382 

1907 

348 

Number  of  defective  wastes 
rectified 

107 

112 

80 

Number  of  insanitary  lavatories, 
sinks,  &c.,  rectified  ... 

160 

70 

89 

Number  of  drains  tested  with 
smoke,  or  chemicals,  or  both 

95 

130 

64 

Number  of  dumb  wells  con¬ 
structed 

— 

5 

4 

Number  of  dumb  wells  rectified 

— 

6 

5 

Water  Closets  ... 

Number  of  additional  provided 

5 

3 

3 

Number  repaired  and  ventilated 

1142 

403 

371 

Dust  Bins,  Port- 

able  ... 

Number  of  new  provided 

321 

121 

128 

Privies  and  Ash- 

Number  of  additional  provided 

1 

3 

3 

pits 

Number  converted  to  w.c.’s  ... 

49 

34 

65 

Number  converted  to  pan  closets 

26 

26 

17 

Number  repaired 

51 

64 

12 

Number  abolished 

— 

— 

19 

Scavenging 

Number  of  notices  to  remove 
refuse  received,  recorded,  and 
passed  on  to  Surveyor 

547 

362 

224 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Number  of  observations  taken 

41 

344 

417 

Water  Supply  . . . 

Number  of  wells  cleansed  and 
repaired 

31 

17 

16 

Number  of  houses  newly  sup¬ 
plied  from  waterworks 

38 

28 

30 

Number  of  polluted  wells  closed 

15 

11 

6 

Number  of  new  wells  sunk 

8 

3 

— 

Total  Number  of  samples  taken 
for  analysis  ... 

99 

: 

58 

68 
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( Continued. ) 


Water  Supply 

| 

i 

Total  Mo.  of  samples  condemned 

1905 

1906 

36 

1907  I 

37  - 

continued ) 

Number  of  cases  of  waste  of 
water  reported 

433 

134 

169 

Rivers  Pollution 

Number  of  samples  taken 

— 

15 

21 

i 

Number  of  contraventions 
remedied 

2 

Workshops 

Number  on  register 

220 

• 

245 

266 

Number  of  inspections  made  ... 

572 

495 

345 

: 

Number  of  cases  of  employment 
of  females,  &c.,  reported  to 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

>, 

2 

6 

Number  of  out- workers  on  reg¬ 
ister  ...  ...  ...  ... 

14 

32 

49 

Number  of  out -workers  visited 

16 

32 

49 

Number  of  contraventions  of 
Acts  remedied 

40 

41 

27 

Slaughter  Houses 

Number  of  registered  or  licensed 

19 

19 

20 

Number  of  contraventions  of 
Bye  laws  remedied  ... 

43 

34 

32 

Number  of  inspections  made  ... 

439 

487 

617 

Dairies  and  Cow¬ 
sheds  ... 

Number  of  milk  sellers  regis¬ 
tered  ... 

310 

361 

405 

Number  registered  during  year 

102 

77 

75 

Number  of  inspections  (each 
cowshed  counted) 

1632 

1427 

1549 

1  Number  of  contraventions  of 
regulations  remedied 

215 

222 

167 

Canal  Boats 

Number  of  inspections... 

210 

213 

153 

Number  of  contraventions  of 
Acts  and  regulations  dealt 
with  ... 

36 

38 

32 
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1905 

1906 

1907 

Food  &  Drugs  Act 

Number  of  samples  taken  for 

analysis  by  the  County 
Analyst 

186 

152 

208 

Number  of  samples  condemned 

3 

4 

1 

Food  Shops 

Number  of  samples  inspected  ... 

— 

— - 

1589 

Nuisance  from 
keeping  of  animals 

Number  abated  ... 

90 

92 

29 

Accumulation  of 

offensive  refuse 

Number  removed 

600 

483 

378 

Complaints 

Number  received  and  attended  to 

572 

615 

479 

Legal  proceedings 

Number  taken  ... 

3 

8 

1 

Number  of  convictions 

2 

5 

1 

Number  of  cases  withdrawn  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

Number  of  cases  dismissed 

1 

2 

— 

Clerical  work  . 

Number  of  letters,  notices  and 

reports  issued 

4914 

4641 

4379 

Handbills 

i 

» 

i 

i 

Number  distributed 

i 

18108 

28575 

1 

5678 

' 

;  H ; 

i 

! 

i 

' 
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Routine  Inspection  and  Inspection  for 

Special  Purposes. 

The  12,675  visits  enumerated  under  first  head  refer  to 
inspections  of  the  outdoor  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  poorer 
class  of  weekly  property  in  the  urban  portion  of  the  district. 

In  most  districts  it  is  the  custom  to  make  thorough  sanitary 
surveys  and  test  drains  through  a  portion  of  the  district,  princi¬ 
pally  in  the  residential  portion. 

I  p  to  the  present  more  urgent  calls,  and  this  year  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  infectious  disease  cases,  have  taken 
up  the  time  of  the  staff,  and  houses  in  the  residential  portions 
of  the  district  have  been  inspected  on  complaint  only. 


Inspection  of  Canal  Boats. 


Boats  inspected  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Boats  contravening  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  22 

Contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Persons  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered  ...  428 

Persons  occupying  the  cabins  ...  . .  ...  321 

Women  on  the  boats  .,.  ...  ..  ...  33 

Children  on  the  boats  (between  the  ages  of  5  &  12)  21 

Children  on  the  boats  (under  5  years  of  age)  ...  18 


Details  of  Co x t n a ve  xt t o x s  :  — 

Xot  carrying  Certificates  of  Registration  ...  1 

Boats  not  properly  marked  ...  ..  ...  8 

Boats  overcrowded  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  cabins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ventilation  obstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Painting  requiring  renewal  ...  ...  ...  5 

Want  of  proper  vessels  for  drinking  water  ...  3 

Vo  double  bulkhead  and  pump  (offensive  cargo)  1 

Refusal  of  admittance  to  Inspector  ...  ...  1 


The  usual  complaint  note  was  issued  in  each  case,  and  five 
remain  uncomplied  with  at  end  of  year. 


Workshops  and  Work  Places. 

There  are  266  workshops  and  workplaces  on  the  Register, 
trades  being  as  follows  : 


Artificial  Stone  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Belt  Makers  ...  ...  ■  ■  •  •  ■  ■  •  1 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  17 

Boat  Builders  ...  ...  •  •  ■  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Cabinet  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .  8 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Clothing  Works 

Confectioners  ...  ...  . .  ...  1 

Cycle  Makers  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Dressmakers 
Jewellers 
Knitting 
Laundries 
Leather  Sorting 
Milliners 
Kail  Makers 
Piano  Repairing 
Plumbers 
Printers 
Saddlers 
Sauce  Makers 
Scuttle  Makers 
Shoemakers 
Spectacle  Makers 
Stone  Masons 
Tailors 

Watch  Makers 
Wheelwrights 
Whip  Mahers 
Wicker  Workers 
Wood  Turners 
Workplaces  ... 


18 

1 

1 

9 

1 

18 

12 

1 

4 

1 

8 

1 

2 

38 

1 

8 

7 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

18 


Total  ...  ...  266 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 


No.  of  Dairy  Farms  on  Register  ..  ...  ...  130 

„  Cowsheds  pertaining  to  them  ...  ...  262 

,,  Farms  surveyed  to  date  ..  ...  ...  114 

,,  Cowsheds  pertaining  to  them  ...  ...  228 

,,  Farms  in  respect  of  which  “  informal 

notices  ”  have  been  served  to  date...  ..  99 

„  Cowsheds  pertaining  to  them  ...  ...  200 

,,  Farms  upon  which  works  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  according  to  notices  to  date  ...  79 

„  Cowsheds  pertaining  to  same  ...  ...  157 


Details  of  improvements  effected  during  the  year  : 
New  Sheds  and  Sheds  Re- constructed — 

No.  of  New  sheds  (accommodation  for  78  cows)  .  .  7 

,,  Sheds  re-constructed  (accommodation  for  22 

cows)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sheds  Closed  or  Demolished — 

No.  of  Sheds  closed  (accommodation  for  32  cows)...  5 
,,  Sheds  demolished  (accommodation  for  21 

cowts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ventilation,  including  Air-space— 

No.  of  Sheds  provided  with  additional  air  space  (by 

removal  of  loft,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  6 

„  Notices  served  to  reduce  number  of  cows  in 

sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Sheds  provided  with  means  of  ventilation  ...  30 

Lighting — 

No.  of  Sheds  provided  with  windows  ...  ...  15 

„  Sheds  provided  with  additional  windows  ...  19 


67 


Drainage — 

No.  of  Shed  floors  paved  and  proper  channels  con¬ 
structed 

,,  Drains  repaired  and  altered  ... 

,,  New  drains  re-constructed  ... 

,,  Cesspools  constructed 

„  Gullies  removed  from  interior  of  sheds 

,,  Drains  connected  to  sewer  ... 

Water  Supply — 

No.  of  Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis... 

,,  Samples  condemned 
,,  Wells  closed 

„  Wells  cleansed 

,,  Cases  of  water  laid  on  from  public  mains  ... 
Sanitary  Improvements  at  Farms — 

No.  of  Privies  converted  to  w.c.’s  ... 

„  Privies  converted  to  pan-closets 
„  Pigsties  paved  and  drained  ... 

,,  Yards  paved  and  drained 
,,  Yards  levelled  (to  prevent  collection  of  farm 
drainage) 

„  Dairies,  drainage,  etc.,  remedied  ... 

,,  Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ... 

„  Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed,  under 
notice 

,,  Cases  of  pig-keeping  in  cowsheds  stopped... 


38 

13 

15 
2 

16 

4 

13 

9 

3 

6 


hJ 

8 

6 

3 

6 

9 

nJ 

32 

29 


General  Purposes  Committee. 


1905 

1906 

1907 

Hackney  Carriage  Drivers’  Licenses  issued  ... 

38 

42 

59 

„  „  Owners’ 

28 

36 

45 

Game  Dealers’  Licenses  issued 

11 

10 

9 

Petroleum  Licenses  issued 

12 

12 

13 

Carbide  of  Calcium  Licenses  issued 

2 

1 

2 

Pawnbrokers’  Certificates  issued 

2 

3 

5 

Slaughter-houses  Licensed 

3 

3 

5 

License  fees  collected,  £22  4s.  Od. 


JOHN  HOUGHTON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

,,  ,,  Hackney  Carriages,  &c. 


